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“...The stories of Bangkok as it’s true self are told through the lens and creations of 
3 artists from various disciplines who were brought up and lived their adult lives in 
Bangkok - and now, re-observing the city through a novel perspective. Situated in 
the Grand Postal Office; an architecture that houses historical stories of a different 
time in the city, this exhibition intrigues how we can see the connection between 
the Bangkok we know now and Bangkok in days of the past. Thus, leading to the 
ultimate question; Can our dreams come true in this city?” 
 
The City and The City project was initiated from a collaboration between 
Festival/Tokyo (now Tokyo Festival) and BIPAM. Participating artists had the chance 
to observe and sense Bangkok through an exchange process with artists from Tokyo 
which paved the way for fresh insights. The first findings from artists’ exchange and 
research were exhibited as The City & The City: Divided Senses (Bangkok Edition) at 
The Jam Factory in November 2020. 



 
In the first The City & The City exhibition, we saw images of skyscrapers and deep 
holes, smelled intense odour from Saen Saeb canal, felt the unstable pavements 
through our feet, tasted the hybridity of various origins, and heard the repressed 
sounds of Bangkok’s traffic jam - a common everyday life in the present day city. 
However, in this edition, the site-specific exhibition will explore the stairway hall of 
the old Grand Postal Building as a hub that not only connects the past and present 
of Bangkok, but has also connected to other important cities in the world 
throughout time. 
 
Artists have gathered materials through a research process and created a site-
specific exhibition that used the meaning of space as a concept to explore hopes 
and dreams for our city. To deliver them out and beg the question to the public; 
“What is our dream and where is it possible in this city?”. 
 
Parcels of demands, fragile dreams carefully wrapped,  
sent to a paradoxical and piercing city 
 

“In this city of dreams, everybody was made to yearn for something. 

Can we wake up from this fragilization and have our own dreams? What can we 
hope for? 

Even if this message is ignored, we are still determined to send out this parcel of 
dreams.” 

 
The stairway hall of the Grand Postal Building that situates this exhibition has a 
unique characteristic. It is a space that functions as a hallway for users of the 
building, and also a space for connection and delivery, based on the hidden nuance 
from both its physical and imagery forms. Apart from being a space that connects 
the dynamic of this building, if we zoom out, we will see that the Grand Postal 
Building still connects and delivers items domestically and internationally; 
possessing both symbolic and historical meanings to its function. It is also a grand 
architectural creation with complex for levels - challenging for an art exhibition. 
 
Therefore, it is the intention of the artists to present The City & The City 2021: 
TRACK TRACE TRANCE as a site-specific exhibition to further explore ideas and 
feelings from the last edition. To recreate a dream vision of the lifestyle in this city 



from the demands of the repressed sounds of Bangkok, while not ignoring the fact 
that their dreams will have to face the dramatic social dynamic of today. Whether 
it is from the communication technologies or political dynamics that caused a 
fragility in thinking and expressing those hopes and dreams. The artists traced and 
tracked their dreams with the question; “Do we have the right to dream? If we send 
it out, will there be similar dreams that help make it come true?” 
 
Although it seems vague with no light at the end of the tunnel, the artists are 
determined to create an art exhibition to send out their parcels of fragile dreams 
via the Grand Postal Office, while inviting audiences to experience and ponder 
together in order to nurture our self-will in this city so it does not disappear. 
 
The exhibition The City & The City: TRACK TRACE TRANCE is a part of Bangkok Design 
Week 2022 happening from 5 -13 February 2022. 
 
 

  



WORKS 
 

    
 
Title: Track 

Artist: Chatchawan Suwansawat 

 
Concept: 
 

Many people say that life can be driven by “Dream and Hope”. “Dream” of their 
better lives and “Hope” that their dreams will eventually come true. However, in a 
capital city like Bangkok, such hopes and dreams are rarely achieved. Lies beyond 
these urban residents are broken pieces of many things and everything and the 
only remaining dream is just their “Pipe Dreams”. 
 

When the artist tried to look closely into the decaying physical structures in 
Bangkok, one thing that stood out the most was, ironically, the plastic blue pipes 
under those broken pieces that were still remaining and working as if to support 
many lives through their struggles on their way to achieve the dreams, from being 
used as clothes racks, umbrella stands, barrier gates, Covid-shield partitions as well 
as structure for the protestants’ signages. 
 

Despite its functions, the blue pipes are often despised and covered from people’s 
sight by white paint. It seems like people are instinctively averting their eyes from 
who they really are without thinking about their true identities under the spells of 
their pipe dreams.  



 
Therefore, Chatchawan purposedly uses ‘blue pipes’ to build a large tube structure. 
The structure is created from a series of curved, blue plastic pipes stacked in a 
cluttered way and wrapped in fragile clear plastic sheets. He hopes that when the 
audiences walk through this tube, the awkward and uncomfortable feelings will 
remind them of the truth of Bangkok and go back to track their own dreams. 
 
About the artist 
 
Chatchawan was born in a small riverside community on the west side of Bangkok. 
He has been working as an architect ever since his graduation from the Faculty of 
Architecture, Silpakorn University. 
 
Chatchawan is also a writer. He used to be a columnist at an online magazine ‘The 
Cloud’ and later published his column collection under the name ‘Architect-ture’ 
about Urban Vernacular Design in Thailand.His installation artworks were featured 
in ‘Low Fat Art Fest’ (2019) and also in a group exhibition at  ‘The City & The City : 
Divided Senses’ (2020). In addition, many of the pavilions in Bangkok Design Week 
were also his design. 
 

Chatchawan is currently running his design studio ‘Everyday Architect & Design 
Studio’ with the focus on architecture and designs that are associated with the city 
and people’s way of living while also working on his personal research project such 
as sketching a one-year-long daily archive of small design items in Thai people’s 
lives both household and public. 
 

  



    
 
Title: Trace 
Artist: Pakhamon Hemachandra 
 
Concept: 
 

TRACE, a site-specific performance, aiming to challenge and alter the still off-white 
stair hall of Grand Postal Office with kinetic energy and motion. The work explores 
the notion of ‘what if's – pondering on the sense of being and belonging in an 
inherently political nature of networked urban infrastructure. Urban bodies maybe 
disciplined into conventional modes of mannerism and movement, becoming 
aligned with normative rhythms and habits, reproducing the meanings and uses of 
the space they are occupying. Navigation of space produces new bodily expressions 
which turn on the body’s power to purposely confront, cultivate, provoke or 
immerse, which shall create the conversations between performers, space and 
audiences on the existing narratives of Bangkok through the exhibition. 
 

About the artist 
 

Pakhamon Hemachandra, Independent Performance Artist, was born in 1990 in 
Bangkok, Thailand. Pakhamon is very much interested in working with the body, 
the very tool that expresses in an instinctive way, involving imagery, embodying 
the concept of body-mind connection, the total body generating innate body 
sensations/movements. Her works delve into her curiosity about the notion and 
function of dance as movements deeply connected to human perceptions of 
themselves, sense of being and belonging. 
 



Pakhamon has participated in artists-residencies such as Southeast Asia Choreolab 
(Malaysia), International Choreographers Residency – American Dance Festival 
(USA), Southeast Asia Choreographers Network-Kelola Foundation (Indonesia), The 
City & The City - BIPAM/Tokyo Festival (Thailand/Japan) and GreySpace 
(Singapore). Pakhamon is also passionate about teaching, her aim is to help people 
gain better understanding of their bodies/individualities and working deeper from 
within; connecting with their own groove and flow. 
 

Pakhamon professionally trained at Victorian College of The Arts (Melbourne, 
Australia) and attained BA in Dance in 2011. Joined EDge Postgraduate Dance 
Company of London Contemporary Dance School – LCDS (London, UK), toured 
nationally and internationally for their 2012/2013 season. Completed her MA in 
Contemporary Dance Performance at LCDS in 2014. Since 2015, Pakhamon has 
been working in numbers of projects across Asia and Europe; working with many 
choreographers as performers, working as artists/collaborators, as well as her 
individual works being presented in many platforms/festivals. 
  



    
 
Title: Trance 
Artist: Chanapon Komkham 
 
Concept: 
 

What would happen if we looked up and all we could see were heels and palms 
oppressing against us? We began to shout out for better lives and a better city. 
However, in reality, our words of despair were like letters that never reach any 
recipients. Some were forgotten, some were ridiculed.  
 
We are constantly being weakened by the whispers that tell us to keep our heads 
down and keep making money for our own benefits. “How much do we have to 
struggle?” “What can we hope for?” “Can we still voice our demand for better lives 
together?” These unheard messages have been piling up until they became our 
trance in a whirlpool of chattered hopes and dreams. 
 
Chanapon’s work is an oil painting on a gigantic canvas carrying these messages. It 
was kept away for a long time since last year as the exhibition was postponed 
several times until the color is peeling, which is similar to all of us that have been 
facing the lockdowns over and over again until some of our dreams have 
unknowingly disappeared. 
 
In this exhibition, Chanapon’s work has been finally unfolding for the first time and 
placed from the plane of the upper floor and covered down to the ground floor of 
the stair hall in the Grand Postal Building. It shall invite the audiences to get through 



some experiences and provoke the questions to keep their dreams and hopes of 
the people in Bangkok from disappearing. 
 
About the Artist 
 
Chanapon (born 1995) was born and raised in Bangkok Thailand. He completed his 
bachelor degree in painting at Poh-Chang Academy of Arts and his master in visual 
arts at Silpakorn University. Chanapon is a working fine artist with a wide variety of 
mediums such as painting, photography, audio, video, performing art and 
installation art. 

Chanapon brings out his works constantly in group exhibitions, live performances 
and experimental musical performances. He recently participated in projects like 
‘The City & The City : Divided Senses’ (2020)  and ‘Creators’ Cradle Circuit (3Cs)’ 
(2021). 

His works are inspired by his surrounding landscape that he sensed through vision, 
hearing, and touching of small objects all the way to the wide-angle view of the 
scene. He often uses an artistic process in combination with an unpredictable 
nature of the environment and objects found along the way all to present an 
inseparable connection between everyday life and art. 

 
 


